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Tips to Prevent Car Prowls/Break-In’s:  

 

If your car is prowled (i.e., broken into), report the incident to the City of Mabton Police Department, 

even if you decide not to report it to your insurance company. The Mabton Police Department needs 

your assistance to determine what areas are experiencing car prowl activities. Tell the police dispatcher, 

“I want to report a car prowl”.  You can reach dispatch at 509-574-2500; 24 hours a day. 

 

If you have the ability to do so, store your car in a closed and locked garage.  

 

Before leaving your parked car, take the following precautions to reduce the possibility of having it 

prowled. 

 

 Always remove the keys, roll up your windows, and lock the car. Any valuable items, which can 

be removed, should be taken into the house. If valuables must be left in the car, keep them out 

of sight. Mount tape decks, CB radios, car phone, etc., inconspicuously. Whenever possible, use 

mountings that allow you to take the equipment with you. Be sure to remove automatic garage 

door openers from the car, as this could give thieves easy access to your home. 

 

 Consider replacing the door locks knobs to the more tapered knobs that are more difficult to 

open from the outside. 

 

 If your car is stored in a carport or parked near your house, leave your exterior lights on (front & 

back) throughout the night. Consider replacing the light fixture closest to your car with a motion 

detector unit. The light will be off routinely, but will come on if the car is approached. Motion 

detectors are good psychological deterrents since the normal assumption of a person seeing a 

light come on is that someone has seen them. 

 

 Consider adding a car alarm system, but remember to be neighborly and respond to the alarm 

promptly should it be set off. If the alarm system has a motion detector, look for a system in 

which the sensitivity of the motion detector can be adjusted or even switched off when needed. 

False alarms can result in both you and your neighbors ignoring the alarm, or may tempt you to 

leave the alarm off.  

 

The sound of breaking glass may mean a car prowl is occurring. Be sure to look in the direction of the 

sound, and observe as much as you can when reporting.  

 

 

 



PERSONAL SAFETY TIPS 

 

Three simple rules of safety 

 

Stay alert and tuned in to your surroundings, wherever you are. Don’t be taken by surprise. Be aware 

and be prepared. 

 

Stand tall and walk confidently. Don’t show fear. Don’t look like a victim. 

 

Trust your instincts. If you feel uncomfortable in a place or situation, leave right away and get help if 

necessary. 

 

On Foot 

 

Choose busy streets and avoid going through vacant lots, alleys or other deserted areas. At night, walk in 

well-lighted areas whenever possible. 

 

Try not to walk or jog alone. Take a friend or neighbor along for company. Get to know the 

neighborhood and neighbors where you live and work. Find out what stores and restaurants are open 

late and where the police and fire stations are located. Carry your purse close to your body and keep a 

firm grip on it.  Avoid pickpockets by carrying your wallet in an inside coat pocket or front pants pocket. 

 

In Your Car 

 

Always lock your car and take the keys, even if you’ll be gone only for a short time. Keep you car in good 

running condition, and keep the tank at least a quarter full; lock doors while driving. 

 

If your car breaks down, raise the hood and utilize emergency reflectors or flares. Stay in the locked car. 

When someone stops to help, don’t get out. Ask him or her, through a closed or cracked window, to call 

the police to come and help. 

 

If you’re coming or going after dark, park in a well-lighted area that will still be well lighted when you 

return. Be especially alert when using enclosed parking garages. Don’t walk into an area if you feel 

uncomfortable. 

 

Never pick up hitchhikers. Never. And don’t hitch rides yourself. 

 

When Using an ATM Machine 

 

Try to plan your visits to automated teller machines during the day, rather than after dark. Choose an 

ATM location that is in a busy public place. Avoid making withdrawals in isolated areas. 

 

If at all possible, take along a friend who can watch the surroundings while you are conducting your 

transaction. Pre-plan your transaction carefully, and don’t spend too much time at the machine. 

 



When you make a withdrawal, quickly place the money in your purse of wallet and leave as soon as you 

finish your transaction.  

 

Watch out for suspicious looking people waiting around an ATM – they may not really be customers. If 

someone offers to let you go ahead of them, decline politely and leave. 

 

When visiting a drive-through ATM, keep your doors locked and be prepared to drive away quickly. If 

anyone approaches your car on foot, roll up your window and drive off. If you have not finished your 

transaction and you are approached by a suspicious subject, press the CANCEL button and leave quickly. 

 

Keeping Kids Safe 

 

A great thing about kids is their natural; trust in people, especially in adults. It’s sometimes hard for 

parents to teach children to balance this trust with caution. But kids today need to know common-sense 

rules that can help them keep them safe and build the self-confidence they need to handle emergencies. 

 

Make Sure Your Kids Know 

 

How to call 911 in emergencies and how to use a public phone. Help them practice making emergency 

phone calls. 

 

Their full name, address and phone number including the area code, plus your work phone number. If 

you have a cellular phone and or a pager, teach your children these numbers as well. 

 

How to walk confidently and stay alert to what’s going on around them. 

 

To walk and play with friends and not alone. 

 

To refuse rides or gifts from anyone, unless it’s someone both you and your child know and trust. To tell 

a trusted adult immediately if anyone, no matter whom, touches them in a way that makes them feel 

uncomfortable.  
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